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erty of the United States, and I appointed a commission consisting of General Shepley, Military Governor, Dr. Mercer, President of the Bank of Louisiana, and Thomas J. Durant, (I believe) an eminent lawyer of New Orleans, to adjudicate and determine these questions. A full hearing was had, witnesses were examined, books produced and examined, and counsel heard in arguments. I remember the President of the Canal Bank was examined and made a very lame explanation of how Mr. Smith got this money out of his bank, and of the way he borrowed silver of the Mint. Smith's brother was also examined, who gave a still more lame account of the alteration of the books, and why there appeared in the cash accounts about that time so many thousand dollars worth of lead, and on the next page so many thousand dollars worth of tin. Suffice it is to say that after a laborious examination the board reported that the $14 or $17,000 of specie was the property of Smith & Co., and should be given up to them, and that there was cause for holding the two kegs of $25,000 each. This report, with the accompanying documents, was thereupon forwarded to the Treasury Department at Washington. All the smaller sums of $14,000 or so and papers returned immediately to Smith & Co. with the exception of about $1300 about which a dispute arose between Smith & Co. and my officers, they avowing that they had never received the amount, and Smith claimed that they had. Afterwards, before I left New Orleans in order that there might be no just cause to suspect the integrity of my officers, I paid Mr. Barker, Smith's counsel, the sum in dispute, and took the receipt; in the meantime my troops had remained unpaid for more than six months, and although repeated requisition had been, made on the Treasury, still the money had not been transmitted. Believing that this belonged to the United States, as I now believe, and there being no difference at that date between gold and treasury notes in New Orleans, and but little anywhere, for reasons stated in my reports to the Treasury I turned over this gold from time to time to my Paymasters to be paid out to the troops, and it was so done, and when afterwards they got funds they repaid me, and indeed I believe it was advanced to them and returned more than once. The reasons why probably you cannot find that gold [in] the accounts of Majors Hewitt and Usher was that no difference was made in paying the troops between that and Treasury notes, and therefore receiving it and returning